growth of Catholicism in China and (2) the transfer of resources from the Universal Church to China for the revival of the Chinese Church. This effort to transfer resources was known as the "Bridging Endeavor." This concept was first voiced by Pope John Paul II in 1984 during a meeting with Taiwan Bishops on an ad limnia visit to Rome. 1 Taiwan's Catholic leadership, therefore, were the first recipients of this mission message and came to play a key role in its development and operation.
The launching of the Bridging Endeavor coincided with both the launching of Deng Xiaoping's modernization and economic reform program, and an emerging of crisis of faith in communism on the mainland. This ideological crisis, fueled by the revival of religions, including Christianity, concerned top leaders of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), who concluded that religious development should be curbed in order to revive interest in the Communist Party.
2
The Bridging Endeavor can be categorized by the nature of assistance, namely (1) resources devoted to churches and religious orders for religious activities in China and (2) resources given for social services to communities in China.
3 Personnel engaged in the Bridging Endeavor stood on different points of "the bridge" between Beijing and the Vatican. The Jesuits and Salesians, for example, whose fellow priests had been persecuted in the Shanghai resistance (1954) (1955) (1956) (1957) under the leadership of Bishop Ignatius Gong Pinmei, adopted a more confrontational attitude toward the government. Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun of Hong Kong was one such example.
4 Some Catholics outside of China adopted a more accommodating attitude toward the Chinese government and have been sympathetic to the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CCPA); they believe that confrontation is not China's cup of tea, so direct argumentation is not the most successful tactic. Fr. Jeroom Heyndrickx of Leuven, Belgium takes this view. He is the director of the Ferdinand Verbiest Foundation, which has launched various projects for the revival of the Chinese Church, including publishing literature, sending teachers to seminaries for theological education and granting scholarships for Chinese church personnel for study abroad.
5
The revival of the Catholic Church in terms of church buildings and church personnel would not have been possible without the assistance of the Bridging Endeavor, which came to China mainly through Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan.
Twelve years after the Pope's first discussion of the bridging initiative, in 2006, as discussed in the previous chapter, the Holy See founded its Commission on China Affairs, comprised of members of
